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GUEST COLUMN FOR CURRY COUNTY COASTAL PILOT

The Central Curry School District 1 is pleased to welcome back its students and families for the 2019-2020 school year. The new school year will begin on Tuesday, September 3, 2019. The district anticipates an enrollment of approximately 475 students in grades K-12.


A new feature for the school year is a revised daily schedule. In previous years, the district released students thirty minutes early each Thursday and had monthly early release days resulting in half-days of instruction. The new schedule will have regular days on Monday – Thursday with a dismissal times of 3:00 p.m. at Riley Creek Elementary School and 3:12 at Gold Beach High School. On Fridays, elementary and middle school students will be released at 1:22 and high school students will be released at 1:31. The new Friday schedule will provide district staff consistent time for professional development and planning activities as well as reduce the amount of instruction missed by students who travel long distances for athletic contests. There will be no half-day early release days this year with the exception on December 20 to begin Winter Break. 


The district welcomes several new staff members to the district. New staff members at Riley Creek Elementary School include Michelle Hamm (kindergarten), Dawn VanHall (first grade), Danielle Sprouse (second grade), Bradley Rohner (second grade), Debbie Watson (fifth grade) and Deborah Dorn (special education). New staff at Gold Beach High School include Michelle Pearce (advanced mathematics) and Jake Bigelow (science). Kelsie Kershaw will be the new district music teacher. Jack Prater is the new transportation supervisor.


The Central Curry School District Board of Directors welcomes newly elected Kailey Clarno to the board. Andy Wright will serve as Board Chair and Scott McNair will be the Vice Chair. Other members include Nancy Sorensen and Luke Martinez. The Board meets on the third Wednesday evening of the month at 6:00 p.m. The Board will be holding a work session on August 21 at 5:00 p.m. to discuss district goals for the 2019-2020 school year.


Students and staff will return to school this fall with upgraded technology features including faster internet and additional wireless capabilities and new tablets for student use. Students in grades K-2 will be introduced to a new English/Language Arts curriculum. Additional funding was made available by the Board to update curriculum materials at both schools. A new district website is available at www.ccsd.k12.or.us where new school sites can be reached.

A priority for the district is to increase its capacity for community involvement and engagement with a specific focus on improving student attendance. 

Do not hesitate to contact the schools if you have any questions: Riley Creek Elementary School (541) – 247-6604; Gold Beach High School – (541) 247-6647; District Office – (541) 247-2003.
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